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Welcome to Helicopter Flight Training  
 
Helicopter Flight Training (HFT) Limited is a New Zealand 
owned company specialising in training Commercial 
Helicopter Pilots (CPL). 

HFT is in partnership with Whitireia Polytechnic to provide 
this training.   

Visit www.whitireia.ac.nz to learn more about Whitireia 
and the Aviation programmes they provide. 

Enrolment Prerequisites 

Minimum Age: 
All applicants must be at least 17 years of age to be 
considered for enrolment and 18 years to hold a CPL.    

Medical License: 
Your first step is to visit a CAA Medical Examiner for a Class 

1 medical examination. 

¶ The medical requirements for a professional pilot are 
set by the New Zealand Civil Aviation Authority.  
Students must have completed the CAA Class 1 
medical before you are eligible to commence the 
programme.  

¶ The medical examination is essential to obtain a 
Commercial Pilots Licence. For detailed information on 
what the requirements are you can visit the following 
website:  
www.caa.govt.nz/medical/medical_home.htm 

Educational requirements:   
¶ Applicants must have achieved 12 credits or better at 

Level 2 NCEA and have good passes in English, Maths 
and Science.   

¶ Applicants educated overseas or before NCEA will 
require passes in sixth or seventh form English, Maths 
and Science or the equivalent are applicable.   

¶ Applicants that do not meet these minimum entry 
standards will be required to pass the PPL subject 
exams and specialised pilot aptitude tests.  

English: 
¶ A good standard of English is required.  You must be 

able to read, speak & write in English. 
¶ Where English is a second language a minimum level is 

IELTS 5.5 or equivalent.   

Fit and Proper Person Checks: 
¶ CAA requires pilots to meet certain ɀ Fit & Proper ɀ 

standards. Course applicants will need to meet these 
requirements & produce: 

¶ A character written reference. 
¶ Two verbal referees. 
¶ Produce a Criminal Record History from the Ministry of 

Justice. 
¶ Obtain an Offence History Report from Land Transport.  

                    

Recognition of Prior Learning 

Students, who have prior learning such as international 

qualifications, or a PPL (A) or (H), CPL (A) Aviation 

examination credits or have logged flying hours, may be 

eligible for cross credits refer to: www.caa.govt.nz 

HFT Application Process ɀ How it works... 

Six Steps towards starting your Pilot Training      

Step One: Complete the online HFT Ȭ0ÉÌÏÔ %ÖÁÌÕÁÔÏÒȭ 

Step Two: Undertake the COMPASS computer based, 3 

hour test. This provides tasks on, memory, reaction, 

coordination, reasoning, and mathematics. A Psychometric 

evaluation is included within the tests. 

Step Three: Take a hands-on helicopter trial flight 

Step Four: Complete a 200 word essay ÏÎȡ Ȭ×ÈÙ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ 

to become a Helicopter pilot and what your future career 

ÇÏÁÌÓ ÁÒÅȭȢ   

Step Five: Attend the HFT Pilot Selection Day. This is 

conducted over a full day and consists of various skills tests 

and teamwork based exercises. Attend a panel interview. 

Step Six: Complete the CAA class 1 Medical, Ministry of 

justice and the Ministry of Transport, Fit and Proper Person 

process checks.  

We have attached a checklist for you to accomplish 

these.                                                                                                  

All candidates are subject to HFT final approval. Once 

approved, applicants may then apply to join a course. 

*Forecast costs involved:  

¶ The COMPASS test and Pilot Selection Day $ 250                         

¶ CAA Class 1 Medical approximately $ 500             

¶ Helicopter Trial introductory Flight $ 299   

¶ Fuel Surcharges ɀ upon variation in Av Gas prices 

     

           

*HFT provides this information however details may vary.  Please  check 

for any changes with HFT 

http://www.whitireia.ac.nz/


 

   
 

 
 

 

Course and their Duration 

All courses are full time. The Certificate in Aviation CPL 

Helicopter is a one year, full time course. 

Holidays 

Helicopter Flight Training is closed on some public 

holidays.  At least one (1) two week leave period will be 

programmed during the course. More often, there are up to 

six weeks of holidays over the duration of the course. 

Programmes and courses offered 

PPL - Private Pilot Licence (H) 17weeks. 
CPL -Commercial Pilot Licence (H) 26 weeks. 
Instructor Rating (H) (Advance) 28 weeks. 

Theory Course Subjects and Exams 

The theory subjects are taught each day, by lectures. 

Reference material and HFT study manuals support your 

learning along with practice exams.  

ASL (CAA syllabus) exams are multi-choice. The time length       

of each exam will depend on the subject.    

Private and Commercial Pilot License Subjects 

 

¶ Meteorology 

¶ Aviation Law 

¶ Human Factors 

¶ Principles of Flight 

¶ Flight Radiotelephony (PPL) 

¶ English Proficiency Test 

¶ Aircraft Technical Knowledge 

¶ Navigation and Flight Planning 

Withdrawal, Refunds & Exit Points policy 

There is a set policy for withdrawing and removal from   the 

course. Some examples are: failure to pass exams, inability to 

achieve certain pilot competency levels, unacceptable     

conduct. The full policy is provided during acceptance 

procedures. You will be provided a copy of this. 

 

Course Fees and payment schedule 

 

Whitireia Certificate in Aviation ɀ (Helicopter) course fee 
   
CPL (H) $ 99,283 * - up to 157 hours flight time *  
   
 Instructor Rating $ 60,273* - includes 100 hours flight time 
  
*5 hours Certificate in Aviation - Turbine Rating - course included. 
  
*Please note these may vary & are subject to change, includes GST.  

Course Fees include 

The following is included in the CPL (H) Certificate costs. 
 
¶ Piston helicopter Flight Training Hours 
¶ Examinations - excluding resist. 
¶ Flight test fees for PPL (H) and CPL (H) 
¶ Classroom theory instruction. Please refer to the HFT 

Student Handbook for specific details. 

*Costs NOT included in your fee 

¶ Medical certificate issue and any renewals. 
¶ Medical and travel insurance. 
¶ ASL written, eØÁÍÉÎÅÒÓ ÓÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÏÒȭÓ ÆÅÅ. 
¶ Uniform and safety flying overalls & safety boots. 
¶ Re-sitting of theory and practical exams (if not passed 

on the first attempt). 
¶ Flight test eØÁÍÉÎÅÒȭÓ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÁÎÄ accommodation 

expenses for any re-test. 
¶ English language tuition if required. 
¶ Student accommodation, travel and airfares. 
¶ Travel to and from training facility daily. 
¶ -ÁÐÓȟ !)0ȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÁÉÄÓ ɉÓÅÅ (&4 course aids list) 
¶ Pilots Logbook 
¶ Stationery and textbooks. 

International students and Course Fees 

If you are a foreign national living in New Zealand or intending 

to visit, you may be eligible to study with us subject to special 

conditions. Visit  info@hft.school.nz or call + 64 9 2991157. 

Facilities 
 
Helicopter Flight TraÉÎÉÎÇȭÓ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓȠ 
lecture rooms, flight planning and operations area, briefing 
rooms, lunch room, administration offices, reception and 
our Hangar. 
 
Helicopter Flight Training Ltd is based at Ardmore Airport, 
which is .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÂÕÓÉÅÓÔ general aviation Airport.   

mailto:info@hft.school.nz


 

   
 

 
 

 

Helicopter Fleet  

HFT operates a full time fleet of Sikorsky 300CBi/C and MD 500 

Helicopter.  The Sikorsky/Schweizer 300 series Helicopter has 

been specifically designed for Pilot Training and is used 

worldwide by many training schools.  

Instructor Ratio 

Our student numbers vary between each course. Theory subjects 

are delivered by Professional Flight Instructors.  ȬOne-on-ÏÎÅȭ 

tutoring is also provided.  

Average Instructor to student ratio is 1:4  

  

Jobs Opportunities  

HFT suggest that you research the Helicopter Industry 

thoroughly, before embarking on the application and 

enrolment process. 

Jobs for newly qualified Commercial Pilots are extremely 

difficult to obtain. Initially only ground based roles may be 

available. It may take considerable time to get a flying role. 

This may be a part-time or seasonal position. 

HFT recommends prospective students contact several 
Helicopter Operators, as part of their research, to ascertain 
what job opportunities are likely on completion of their 
qualification.    

NZ trained Pilots have found career opportunities in a wide range 

of activities, such as Agriculture, Tourism, Corporate 

transportation, Oil and Gas offshore  support , Mineral 

Exploration, Fire Fighting, Police, Pipeline/Power-line patrols, 

Heavy-lift & construction. Typically it takes several years and 

hundreds of hours flying experience to achieve a full time flying 

position.  

Some CPL Pilots enrol in a further course to become a qualified 
Flight Instructor. Being a qualified Helicopter Instructor often 
enhances employment opportunities. 

Recognition of CPL overseas 

The NZ CPL (H) is highly regarded worldwide.  The license meets      
the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) standards.                  
NZ trained pilots are renowned for their ability to work in  
challenging environments.  

Financial Considerations 
 

Before embarking on a full time course, it is important that all 

applicants consider how they will support themselves 

financially for the duration of their course.  

 

Budgeting for living and extra costs 
It is recommended that all applicants complete a budget before 
enrolling. Items that you need to consider are costs such as rent, 
groceries, personal items and travel expenses (such as getting to 
and from Training each day).   

*There are also approximately $ 3500 - $4,000 of course related costs.  

Applicants will need to budget for them accordingly.  
 
Student loans & allowances 
HFT provides Certificate in Aviation training programs on behalf of 
Whitireia Polytechnic (WCP).  WCP students are eligible for student 
loans and allowances depending on personal circumstances.  Please   
visit the Study Link website for more details. www.studylink.govt.nz  
To qualify for a student loan applicants must be a New Zealand Citizen  
or resident. 

Part time work  
If you a considering a part-time job to help fund your study, you need 
to ensure that it will not affect your ability to attend a full time course. 
It cannot prevent you from flying during weekends or cause fatigue. If 
you are receiving a student allowance, you will need to discuss this 
with Studylink.  

Accommodation 
We have a number of private homes and Ȭ(ome Stayȭ close to 
Ardmore Airport that offer Ȭboardȭ style accommodation to 
students.  The rates range from $120 to $240 per week. Some 
students may wish to go flatting.  The best way to find flats is 
through newspaper classified advertisement or the Trademe 
website www.trademe.co.nz or www.homads.com 

Townships close to Ardmore Airport are Drury, Papakura, Takanini, 
Pahurehure, Opaheke, Conifer Grove and Clevedon      

For more information 
Visit our website www.hft.school.nz  

                   

 

 

http://www.studylink.govt.nz/
http://www.trademe.co.nz/
http://www.hft.school.nz/


 

   
 

 
 

 

Application Checklist 

 

Use this checklist to accomplish each steps in your application. 

We wish you well with your application. Please contact us should you need any assistance: reception@hft.school.nz  

 

 

STEPS 1-5   ACTIONS       DATE  ACHIEVED

Step One: Complete the ÏÎÌÉÎÅ (&4 Ȭ0ÉÌÏÔ %ÖÁÌÕÁÔÏÒȭ 
 

  

Step Two: Undertake the COMPASS computer based, 3 hour 
test.  
This provides tasks on, memory, reaction, 
coordination, reasoning, and mathematics.  
A Psychometric evaluation is included within the 
tests. 
 

  

Step Three: Take a hands-on helicopter trial flight 
 

  

Step four: Complete a 200 word essay ÏÎȡ Ȭ×ÈÙ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
become a Helicopter pilot and what your future 
ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÁÒÅȭȢ   
 

  

Step Five: Attend the HFT Pilot Selection Day and Panel 
Interview.  The Pilot Selection day is conducted 
over a full day. It consists of various skills tests, a 
teamwork based exercise and panel interviews.  
 
The final Panel Interview will be scheduled at a 
date and time to be advised by HFT.  
 

  

Step Six:   Complete the CAA class 1 Medical, Ministry of 
Justice and the Ministry of Transport, Fit and 
Proper Person process checks.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:reception@hft.school.nz

